Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


■ 


zanm^ofadafa 


ESTIMATES 

FOR 

1950-59 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 
Washington,  D.C. 

AMS-80   (1959)  February  1960 


-   2   - 

CONTENTS 

Page 

Farm  Population   -  Estimates   for  1950-59 

Farm  Population  by  Regions   and  Divisions 3 

Natural  Increase  and  Movement  of  Persons  to  and  from  the  Farm 

Population 3 

Table  A. — Net  outmigration  from  the   farm  population,    average 
annual  numbers   of  persons   and  rates,    selected 
periods,    1920-59 k 

Table  1. — Farm  population:      Estimates   of  number  of  persons, 
percentage  distribution,    and  percentage  change, 
for  the  United  States,    regions,    and  geographic 
divisions,   April  1959,    195^    and  19 50 5 

Table  2. — Farm  population:  Annual  averages  of  births  and 
deaths,  and  movement  of  persons  to  and  from  the 
farm  population  for  the  United  States,  1920-59, 
and  regions,    and  geographic   divisions,    1950-59....        5 

Table   3* — Farm  population:      Annual  estimates   of  number  of 
persons,   births   and  deaths,    and  movement  of  per- 
sons to  and  from  the   farm  population  for  the 
United  States,    regions,    and  geographic   divisions, 
1950-59 6 

Table  k. — Population  of  the  United  States,    including  Armed 
Forces   overseas,    and  farm  population,   April 
1950-59 10 

Definitions   and  Explanations 

Definition  of  Farm  Population 10 

Impending  Redefinition  of  the  Farm  Population 11 

Note  on  Method  of  Developing  Farm  Population  Estimates 11 

Limitations  of  the  Estimates 11 

Table    5« — Replies  tabulated  and  number  of  farms   reported  on 
in  annual  mailed  questionnaire   farm  population 
survey,   1959 13 

Related  Reports ik 


-  3  - 

FARM  POPULATION  -  ESTIMATES  FOR  1950-59 

The  population  living  on  farms  in  the  United  States  numbered  about 
21,172,000  in  the  12 -month  period  centered  on  April  1959*  according  to  a 
recent  cooperative  estimate  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  and  the  Agricultural 
Marketing  Service,  l/  With  this  national  figure  as  a  base,  this  report  pre- 
sents estimates  for  1959  of  the  farm  population,  the  natural  increase  of  farm 
people,  and  movement  of  persons  to  and  from  farms  by  regions  and  divisions. 
Included  also  are  revised  estimates  of  these  data  for  195^  through  1958. 

Farm  Population  by  Regions  and  Divisions. — Of  the  Nation's  farm  resi- 
dents in  1959,  10,3^9,000  lived  in  the  South,  8,851,000  in  the  North  (North- 
eastern and  North  Central  States  combined),  and  1,972,000  in  the  West  (table 
l).   Because  of  the  generally  greater  decline  in  farm  population  taking  place 
in  the  South,  the  proportion  of  the  total  farm  people  who  live  in  that  region 
has  fallen  below  one-half  of  the  U.  S.  total  in  recent  years.  Each  of  the 
nine  geographic  divisions  has  experienced  a  decline  in  farm  population  since 
the  beginning  of  the  decade  (1950),  though  the  decline  in  the  Pacific  States 
is  nominal.   Rapid  changes  have  occurred  in  the  West  South  Central,  East  South 
Central,  and  West  North  Central  Divisions.   Together,  these  divisions  make  up 
a  contiguous  area  including  the  Great  Plains,  the  western  Corn  Belt,  and  the 
Lower  Mississippi  Valley.  The  Middle  Atlantic  and  East  North  Central  Divi- 
sions are  estimated  to  have  had  relatively  small  farm  population  changes. 

Natural  Increase  and  Movement  of  Persons  to  and  from  the  Farm 
Population. — From  1950  to  1959  an  average  of  567* 000  children  were  born  annu- 
ally to  women  living  on  farms,  and  about  193*000  farm  residents  died  each  year 
(table  2).  This  natural  increase  of  the  farm  population  has  been  offset  by 
net  outmigration  from  the  farm  population  and  by  removal  of  households  from 
the  farm  category  through  the  cessation  of  farming  operations.   Separate 
statistics  for  these  two  factors  are  not  available,  but  it  is  known  that  most 
of  the  farm  population  loss  has  occurred  through  migration.  Annually,  an 
average  of  1,3^-6,000  persons  left  farms  or  changed  the  classification  of  their 
residences  from  farm  to  nonfarm  between  1950  and  1959 •  This  loss  was  partly 
offset  by  an  annual  average  of  5^1>000  persons  who  moved  from  nonfarm  to  farm 
residences  or  who  began  farming  operations  on  their  places.  Thus  changes  in 
farm  population  between  1950  and  1959  were  the  result  of  a  natural  increase  of 
about  37^*000  persons  annually  (excess  of  birth  over  deaths)  and  a  net  annual 
loss  through  migration  and  change  of  residence  classification  of  805,000. 
During  this  period,  which  included  the  Korean  War,  the  movement  through  migra- 
tion included  annual  averages  of  15^,000  men  leaving  for  the  Armed  Forces,  and 
of  more  than  80,000  returning  to  farms  from  military  services. 


l/  Farm  Population,  Series  Census-AMS  (P-27),  No.  26,  December  28,  1959. 
"Estimates  of  the  Farm  Population  of  the  United  States,  April  1950  to  1959." 
Because  of  sampling  considerations,  small  indicated  changes  between  the  1959 
figures  and  comparable  revised  estimates  for  1958  are  not  statistically 
significant . 
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From  1950  to  1959,   "the  average   annual   rate  of  net  outmigration  from  the 
farm  population  was   3«5  percent.     This   is  the   same  as  the   rate  that  prevailed 
during  the  19^-0 's,   but   is   considerably  higher  than  rates   for  the  1930 ' s   and 
1920' s    (table  A).      Within  the  period  1950  to  1959,   the   rate  of  net  outmigration 
vas  highest   in  the  three-year  span,    1950-1953,   then  declined  somewhat  until 
1956,   but   rose   again  in  the   following  years . 


Table  A. --Net   outmigration  from  the   farm  population,    average  annual 
numbers   of  persons  and  rates,    selected  periods,    1920-59 


Period 
1/ 

Annual  average 
:          net  migration  2/ 

Annual   rate  of 
outmigration 

net 
1/ 

(1) 

(2) 

:                Thousands 

Percent 

1950-59  



-805 

-3.5 

1956-59 



753 

-3.5 

1953-56  



-klk 

-2.1 

1950-53  



-1,190 

-4.9 

19^0-50  



-952 

-3.5 

1930-40 



-383 

-1.2 

1920-30  



-630 

-2.0 

l/  Data  relate  to  April, 

2/  Includes  persons  who  have  not  moved  but  whose   residence   is  no  longer 
classified  as   on  a  farm. 

3/  Based  on  data  in  column   (l)   and  average  of  the  April   farm  populations   for 
the  period  indicated. 


Table   3  presents   estimates  of  natural   increase  and  migration  for  regions 
and  divisions   for  each  year  since  1950.     Many  of  the   figures  on  year-to-year 
changes   in  this  table  are  not   statistically  significant.     Therefore  persons 
using  the  data  are  encouraged  to  group  or  average  them  for  periods   of  several 
years,    as   exemplified  in  table   2.      Similar  data  for  1920  to  1950  are  given  in 
Farm  Population. .  .Migration  to  and  from  farms,   1920-5^-   (AMS-10). 

For  convenient  reference,    a  table   showing  the   farm  population  as   a  per- 
cent of  the  total  population  since  1950  is   reprinted   (table  h) . 
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Table  l.--Farm  population:  Estimates  of  number  of  persons,  percentage  distribution,  and  percentage 
change,  for  the  United  States,  regions,  and  geographic  divisions,  April  1959,  195^,  and  1950 


Farm  populati 

on 

Number 

Percentag 

s  distribution 

Percentage  change 

1959 

i   !95^  : 

1950 

1959   :  / 

195^    : 

1950 

between 

(revised). 

.  ( 

revised) , 

1950  and  1959 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

United  States 

21,172 

22,099 

25,053 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

-15-5 

Regions 

Northeast 

1,91U 

1,9^0 

2,097 

9-0 

8.8 

d.k 

-8.7 

North  Central 

6,937 

7,1^ 

8,005 

32.8 

32.3 

31.9 

-13-3 

South 

10,3^9 

11,013 

12,793 

^8.9 

U9.9 

51.1 

-19.1 

West 

1,972 

2,002 

2,163 

9-3 

9.0 

8.6 

-8.8 

Geographic  Divisions 

New  England 

*+32 

^38 

U$k 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

-12.6 

Middle  Atlantic 

1,1*82 

1,502 

1,603 

7.0 

6.8 

6.k 

-7-5 

East  North  Central 

3,7^5 

3,752 

U,092 

17-7 

17.0 

16.3 

-8.5 

West  North  Central 

3,192 

3,392 

3,913 

15.1 

15-3 

15.6 

-18.  k 

South  Atlantic 

U,288 

U,530 

5,055 

20.3 

20.5 

20.2 

-15.2 

East  South  Central 

3,^78 

3,729 

^,315 

l6.lt 

16.9 

17.2 

-19.  k 

West  South  Central 

2,583 

2,75^ 

3,^23 

12.2 

12.5 

13.7 

-2k.  3 

Mountain 

773 

805 

927 

3-6 

3-6 

3-7 

-16.6 

Pacific 

1A99 

1,197 

1,236 

5-7 

5-h 

h.9 

-3.0 

Similar  estimates  for 
given  on  page  13. 


States  are  not  available.   States  included  in  each  geographic  division  are 


Table  2. --Farm  population:  Annual  averages  of  births  and  deaths,  and  movement  of  persons  to  and  from  the 
farm  population  for  the  United  States,  1920-59,  and  regions,  and  geographic  divisions,  1950-59  1/ 


Change  through  migration  and  in  class 

jification 

Natural  increase 

of 

residence 

2/ 

Between 

farms  and 

nonfarm 

Area 

Net 

areas  or 

the 

Armed 

Forces  2/ 

Farm  to 

Total 

.  Births 

Deaths 

change 

farm  3/ 

Net 

To 

farms 

.From  farms 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

United  States 

1950-59 

37^ 

567 

-193 

-805 

-805 

5kL 

-1,3^6 

0 

19HO-50 

1+03 

665 

-263 

-952 

-952 

1 

,189 

-2,1^0 

0 

1930-UO 

385 

713 

-328 

-383 

-382 

1 

,076 

-1,1+58 

0 

1920-30 

lt85 

796 

-311 

-630 

-630 

1 

,31* 

-l,9kk 

0 

Regions 

Anm 

lal  averag 

;es,  1950- 

■59 

Northeast 

27 

he 

-19 

-1*7 

-k9 

58 

-107 

2 

North  Central 

112 

177 

-65 

-231 

-232 

165 

-397 

1 

South 

199 

29U 

-95 

-11.71 

-k6k 

2U3 

-707 

-7 

West 

35 

50 

-Ik 

-56 

-60 

75 

-135 

k 

Geographic  Divisions 

New  England 

6 

11 

-5 

-13 

-15 

li- 

-31 

2 

Middle  Atlantic 

21 

35 

-Ik 

-3h 

-35 

lt? 

-76 

0 

East  North  Central 

56 

91 

-35 

-9k 

-96 

91 

-187 

2 

West  North  Central 

56 

86 

-29 

-136 

-136 

75 

-210 

-1 

South  Atlantic 

81 

120 

-39 

-166 

-160 

89 

-2U9 

-6 

East  South  Central 

69 

102 

-33 

-162 

-153 

80 

-233 

-9 

West  South  Central 

k9 

72 

-22 

-lfc3 

-151 

75 

-226 

8 

Mountain 

16 

22 

-6 

-3U 

-35 

28 

-63 

2 

Pacific 

19 

27 

-9 

-2 : 

-25 

kl 

-72 

2 

1/   Figures  are  rounded  to  the  nearest  thousand  without  being  adjusted  to  group  totals .   2/  Includes 
persons  who  have  not  moved  but  who  were  in  or  out  of  the  farm  population  because  agricultural  operations 
ceased  or  were  begun  on  the  places  where  they  were  living.   This  type  of  change  was  not  estimated 
separately  for  years  since  1939  but  is  included  in  the  estimates  of  movement  to  or  from  farms  depending 
on  the  direction  of  the  net  difference  between  the  changes  from  farm  to  nonfarm  and  nonfarm  to  farm 
residences.   3/  Net  change  in  farm  population  of  regions  or  divisions  due  to  farm-to-farm  movement. 

Similar  estimates  for  States  are  not  available.   States  included  in  each  geographic  division  are  given 
on  page  13- 


Table  3. — Farm  population:  Annual  estimates  of  number  of  persons,  births  and  deaths, 

and  movement  of  persons  to  and  from  the  farm  population  for  the  United  States, 

regions,  and  geographic  divisions,  1950-59 


Farm 

Natural  increase 

Change  through  migration  and  in  classification 
of  residence  1/ 

Year 

population, 
April 

Total 

Births 

Deaths 

Net 

Between  farms  and 
areas  or  the  Armed 

nonfarm 
Forces  l/ 

Farm  to 

change 

Net 

|  To  farms  ) 

From  farms 

farm  2/ 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

United      : 

States     : 

1959      : 

21,172 

1958      : 

21,388* 

332 

523 

-191 

-548 

-548 

440 

-988 

0 

1957*     : 

21,606 

358 

549 

-191 

-576 

-576 

475 

-1,051 

0 

1956* 

22,362 

378 

58O 

-202 

-1,134 

-1,134 

461 

-1,595 

0 

1955* 

22,^38 

359 

548 

-189 

-435 

-435 

504 

-939 

0 

1954* 

22,099 

364 

547 

-183 

-25 

-25 

547 

-572 

0 

1953* 

22,679 

382 

565 

-I83 

-962 

-962 

674 

-1,636 

0 

1952 

2^,283 

392 

593 

-201 

-1,996 

-1,996 

528 

-2, 524 

0 

1951 

24,160 

394 

592 

-198 

-271 

-271 

643 

-914 

0 

1950 

25,058 

404 

603 

-199 

-1, 302 

-1,302 

597 

-1,899 

0 

Northeast 

1959 

1,914 

1958 

1,933* 

27 

45 

-18 

-46 

-44 

43 

-87 

-2 

1957* 

1,938 

25 

44 

-19 

-30 

-35 

47 

-82 

5 

1956* 

1,987 

26 

47 

-21 

-75 

-87 

50 

-137 

12 

1955* 

1,979 

29 

47 

-18 

-21 

-23 

49 

-72 

2 

1954* 

1,940 

27 

45 

-18 

12 

10 

55 

-45 

2 

1953* 

1,957 

27 

47 

-20 

-44 

-48 

68 

-116 

4 

1952 

2,085 

29 

47 

-18 

-157 

-152 

76 

-228 

-5 

1951 

2,051 

28 

48 

-20 

6 

6 

71 

-65 

0 

1950 

2,097 

26 

45 

-19 

-72 

-72 

63 

-135 

0 

North 

Central 

1959 

6,937 

1958 

:    7,014* 

107 

169 

-62 

-184 

-182 

126 

-308 

-2 

1957* 

:    7,064 

120 

178 

-58 

-170 

-176 

135 

-311 

6 

1956* 

:    7,249 

120 

184 

-64 

-305 

-311 

143 

-454 

6 

1955* 

:    7,257 

110 

171 

-61 

-118 

-124 

153 

-277 

6 

1954* 

:    7,144 

106 

169 

-63 

7 

9 

184 

-175 

-2 

1953* 

:    7,322 

113 

177 

-64 

-291 

-289 

205 

-494 

-2 

1952 

:    7,799 

114 

184 

-70 

-591 

-591 

153 

-744 

0 

1951 

:    7,755 

112 

182 

-70 

-68 

-76 

189 

-265 

8 

1950 

:    8,005 

107 

177 

-70 

-357 

-345 

198 

-543 

-12 

Continued 


*  Revised 
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Table  3> — Farm  population:  Annual  estimates  of  number  of  persons,  births  and  deaths, 

and  movement  of  persons  to  and  from  the  farm  population  for  the  United  States, 

regions,  and  geographic  divisions,  1950-59  -  Continued 


Natural  increase 

Change  through 

migration  and  in  classification 

of  residence  l/ 

Farm 

Between 

farms  and 

nonfarm 

Year   ! 

population, 

Net 

areas  or  the  Armed 

Forces  1/ 

Farm  to 

April 

Total 

Births 

Deaths 

change 

farm  2/ 

Net 

To  farms  . 

From  farms 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

South 

1959   : 

10,349 

1958 

10,1+55* 

165 

260 

-95 

-271 

-268 

212 

-480 

-3 

1957*  : 

10,605 

178 

276 

-98 

-328 

-324 

202 

-526 

-4 

1956* 

11,053 

195 

296 

-101 

-643 

-613 

207 

-820 

-30 

1955* 

11, 1^3 

184 

280 

-96 

-274 

-260 

233 

-493 

-14 

1954* 

11,013 

197 

286 

-89 

-67 

-63 

24l 

-304 

-4 

1953* 

11,350 

208 

293 

-85 

-545 

-540 

317 

-857 

-5 

1952 

12,260 

212 

312 

-100 

-1,122 

-1,119 

234 

-1,353 

-3 

1951 

12,261 

218 

313 

-95 

-219 

-208 

296 

-504 

-11 

1950 

12,793 

237 

332 

-95 

-769 

-78O 

247 

-1,027 

11 

West 

1959 

1,972 

1958 

1,986* 

33 

49 

-16 

-47 

-54 

59 

-113 

7 

1957* 

1,999 

35 

51 

-16 

-48 

-41 

fl 

-132 

-7 

1956* 

2,073 

37 

53 

-16 

-ill 

-123 

61 

-184 

12 

1955* 

2,059 

36 

50 

-14 

-22 

-28 

69 

-97 

6 

1954* 

2,002 

3* 

hi 

-13 

23 

19 

67 

-48 

4 

1953* 

2,050 

3^ 

1+8 

-Ik 

-82 

-85 

84 

-169 

3 

1952 

2,139 

37 

50 

-13 

-126 

-134 

65 

-199 

8 

1951 

2,093 

3o 

Uj 

-13 

10 

7 

87 

-80 

3 

1950 

2,163 

31* 

k9 

-15 

-104 

-105 

&-J 

-194 

1 

New 

England 

1959 

432 

1958 

1+36* 

6 

11 

-5 

-10 

-12 

11 

-23 

2 

1957* 

439 

6 

10 

-4 

-■-' 

-11 

10 

-21 

2 

1956* 

447 

7 

12 

-5 

-15 

-21 

17 

-38 

0 

1955* 

445 

6 

11 

-5 

-1+ 

-4 

15 

-19 

0 

1954* 

438 

6 

11 

-5 

1 

-1 

13 

-14 

2 

1953* 

442 

5 

10 

-5 

-9 

-12 

19 

-31 

3 

1952 

480 

7 

11 

-4 

-45 

-47 

28 

-75 

2 

1951 

475 

6 

11 

-5 

-1 

-2 

18 

-20 

1 

1950 

k9k 

0 

11 

-5 

-25 

-22 

16 

-38 

-3 

Middle 

Atlantic 

1,482 

1959 

1958 

1,497* 

21 

34 

-13 

-36 

-32 

32 

-64 

-4 

1957* 

:    1,499 

19 

34 

-15 

-21 

-24 

37 

-61 

3 

1956* 

:    1, 540 

19 

35 

-16 

-60 

-66 

33 

-99 

6 

1955* 

:    1,53^ 

23 

36 

-13 

-17 

-19 

34 

-53 

2 

1954* 

:    1,502 

21 

3^ 

-13 

11 

11 

42 

-31 

0 

1953* 

:    1,515 

22 

37 

-15 

-35 

-36 

49 

-85 

1 

1952 

:    1,605 

22 

36 

-14 

-112 

-105 

48 

-153 

-7 

1951 

:    1,576 

22 

37 

-15 

7 

8 

53 

-45 

-1 

1950 

:    1,603 

20 

3^ 

-14 

-47 

-50 

47 

-97 

3 

*Re vised 
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Table  3- — Farm  population:  Annual  estimates  of  number  of  persons,  births  and  deaths,  and  movement 
of  persons  to  and  from  the  farm  population  for  the  United  States, 
regions,  and  geographic  divisions,  1950-59  -  Continued 


Natural  increase 

Change  through  i 

migration  and  in  classification 

Farm 
population, 

of  residenc 

:e  1/ 

Year 

Between 

farms  and 

nonfarm  areas 

Farm 

April 

Total 

Births 

Deaths 

Net 

or 

the  Armed 

Forces  1/ 

to 
farm 

change 

Net 

|   To  farms    [From  farms 

2/ 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou . 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

East  North 

Central 

1959           : 

3,7^5 

1958           : 

3,770* 

56 

92 

-36 

-81 

-81+ 

68 

-152 

3 

1957*         : 

3,773 

6h 

97 

-33 

-67 

-71 

75 

-11+6 

1+ 

1956* 

3,832 

60 

98 

-38 

-119 

-123 

80 

-203 

1+ 

1955*         : 

3,820 

53 

88 

-35 

-1+1 

-1+9 

87 

-136 

8 

195^* 

3,752 

55 

89 

-3k 

13 

13 

99 

-86 

0 

1953*         : 

3,816 

55 

88 

-33 

-119 

-126 

112 

-238 

7 

1952           : 

1+,012 

56 

92 

-36 

-252 

-256 

82 

-338 

1+ 

1951           ! 

3,983 

5^ 

90 

-36 

-25 

-20 

103 

-123 

-5 

1950 

l+,092 

50 

87 

-37 

-159 

-ii+9 

109 

-258 

-10 

West  North 

Central 

1959 

3,192 

1958 

3,2l+l+* 

51 

77 

-26 

-103 

-98 

58 

-156 

-5 

1957* 

3,291 

56 

81 

-25 

-103 

-105 

60 

-165 

2 

1956* 

3,  ^17 

60 

86 

-26 

-186 

-188 

63 

-251 

2 

1955* 

3,^37 

57 

83 

-26 

-77 

-75 

66 

-ll+l 

-2 

195^* 

3,392 

51 

80 

-29 

-6 

-1+ 

85 

-89 

-2 

1953* 

3,506 

58 

89 

-31 

-172 

-163 

93 

-256 

-9 

1952 

3,787 

58 

92 

-3^ 

-339 

-335 

71 

-1+06 

-1+ 

1951 

3,772 

58 

92 

-3* 

-*3 

-56 

86 

-ll+2 

13 

1950 

3,913 

57 

90 

-33 

-198 

-196 

89 

-285 

-2 

South 

Atlantic 

1959 

l+,288 

1958 

>+,336* 

66 

106 

-1+0 

-111+ 

-120 

67 

-187 

6 

1957* 

1+,1+lU 

72 

112 

-l+o 

-150 

-13^ 

79 

-213 

-16 

1956* 

^,563 

79 

122 

-43 

-228 

-208 

75 

-283 

-20 

1955* 

^,581 

80 

120 

-1+0 

-98 

-107 

78 

-185 

9 

195^* 

^,530 

82 

119 

-37 

-31 

-21+ 

93 

-117 

-7 

1953* 

U,6l8 

85 

120 

-35 

-173 

-167 

122 

-289 

-6 

1952 

^,937 

85 

126 

-1+1 

-1+01+ 

-397 

8^ 

-1+81 

-7 

1951 

U,9io 

69 

12U 

-35 

-62 

-1+2 

10U 

-ll+6 

-20 

1950 

5,055 

90 

131 

-1+1 

-235 

-21+0 

97 

-337 

5 

East  South 

Central 

1959 

3,^78 

1958 

3,510* 

55 

89 

-3* 

-87 

-83 

69 

-152 

-1+ 

1957* 

•     3,553 

60 

9^ 

-3k 

-103 

-89 

65 

-15^ 

-11+ 

1956* 

3,73^ 

65 

101 

-36 

-2U6 

-216 

67 

-283 

-30 

1955* 

3,777 

65 

98 

-33 

-108 

-86 

77 

-163 

-22 

195^* 

3,729 

68 

100 

-32 

-20 

-18 

76 

-91+ 

-2 

1953* 

3,833 

73 

103 

-30 

-177 

-17U 

111 

-285 

-3 

1952 

:     1+,101 

75 

109 

-3»* 

-31+3 

-337 

76 

-1+13 

-6 

1951 

:     1+,101 

7U 

109 

-35 

-71+ 

-68 

102 

-170 

-6 

1950 

:     U,135 

86 

118 

-32 

-300 

-307 

73 

-380 

7 

*Re vised 


Continued  - 


Table  3« — Farm  population:  Annual  estimates  of  number  of  persons,  births  and  deaths, 
and  movement  of  persons  to  and  from  the  farm  population  for  the  United  States, 
regions,  and  geographic  divisions,  1950-59  -  Continued 


Farm 

population, 

April 

Natural  increase 

Change  through 

migration  and  in  classification 
of  residence  l/ 

Year          ] 

Total 

Births 

Deaths 

Net 
change 

Between 
areas  or 

farms  and 
the  Armed 

nonfarm 
Forces  l/ 

Farm  to 

: 

farm  2/ 

Net      '. 

To  farms    . 

From  farms 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

West  South  : 

Central     : 

1959          : 

2,583 

1958          : 

2,609* 

hk 

65 

-21 

-70 

-65 

76 

-ll+l 

-5 

1957*         : 

2,638 

k6 

70 

-2k 

-75 

-101 

58 

-159 

26 

1956*         : 

2,756 

51 

73 

-22 

-169 

-189 

65 

-25I+ 

20 

1955*         : 

2,785 

39 

62 

-23 

-68 

-67 

78 

-11+5 

-1 

195^*         : 

2,75^ 

hi 

67 

-20 

-16 

-21 

72 

-93 

5 

1953*         : 

2,899 

50 

70 

-20 

-195 

-199 

81+ 

-283 

1+ 

1952           : 

3,222 

52 

77 

-25 

-375 

-385 

7l+ 

-1+59 

10 

1951           : 

3,250 

55 

80 

-25 

-83 

-98 

<J0 

-188 

15 

1950           : 

3,1+23 

61 

83 

-22 

-23U 

-233 

11 

-310 

-1 

Mountain 

1959 

773 

1958 

787* 

15 

21 

-6 

-29 

-28 

23 

-51 

-1 

1957* 

795 

15 

22 

-7 

-23 

-51 

20 

-51 

8 

1956* 

829 

17 

23 

-6 

-51 

-52 

18 

-70 

1 

1955* 

830 

17 

22 

-5 

-18 

-19 

26 

-1+5 

1 

I95V* 

805 

16 

21 

-5 

9 

5 

27 

-22 

k 

1953* 

8U5 

16 

22 

-6 

-56 

-57 

30 

-87 

1 

1952 

896 

17 

23 

-6 

-68 

-70 

30 

-100 

2 

1951 

:             891 

18 

2k 

-6 

-13 

-10 

33 

-1+3 

-3 

1950 

:            927 

17 

23 

-6 

-53 

-56 

1+2 

-98 

3 

Pacific 

1959 

!     1,199 

1958 

:         1,199* 

18 

26 

-10 

-18 

-26 

36 

-62 

8 

1957* 

:         1,20*+ 

20 

29 

-9 

-25 

-10 

71 

-81 

-15 

1956* 

:         1,21+1+ 

20 

30 

-10 

-60 

-71 

1+3 

-111+ 

11 

1955* 

:         1,229 

19 

28 

-9 

-k 

-9 

1+3 

-52 

5 

1954* 

:         1,197 

18 

26 

-8 

lk 

ll+ 

1+0 

-26 

0 

1953* 

:         1,205 

18 

26 

-8 

-26 

-28 

51+ 

-82 

2 

1952 

:          1,21*3 

20 

27 

-7 

-58 

-6k 

35 

-99 

6 

1951 

:         1,202 

18 

25 

-7 

23 

17 

5^ 

-37 

6 

1950 

:         1,236 

17 

26 

-9 

-51 

-k9 

hi 

-96 

-2 

*  Revised 


l/  Includes  persons  who  have  not  moved  but  who  were  in  or  out  of  the  farm  population  because  agricul- 
tural operations  ceased  or  were  begun  on  the  places  where  they  were  living.  This  type  of  change  was  not 
estimated  separately  for  years  since  1939  but  is  included  in  the  estimates  of  movement  to  or  from  farms, 
depending  on  the  direction  of  the  net  difference  between  the  changes  from  farm  to  nonfarm  and  nonfarm  to 
farm  residences. 

2/  Net  change  in  farm  population  of  regions  or  divisions  due  to  farm-to-farm  movement. 


Similar  estimates  for  States  are  not  available, 
on  page  13. 


States  included  in  each  geographic  division  are  given 
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Table  k. — Population  of  the  United  States,    including  Armed  Forces 
overseas,   and  farm  population,   April  1950-59 

(All  figures  exclude  Alaska  and  Hawaii) 


:        Total  population, 
including  Armed  Forces 
:                overseas 

Farm  population 

Year 

Number  of  persons  l/: 

Percent  of 
total  population 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Percent 

1959 

:                  176,26^ 

21,172 

12.0 

1958 

173,359 

21,388 

12.3 

1957 

170,^96 

21,606 

12.7 

1956 

167, 509 

22,362 

13.3 

1955 

16^,607 

22,1*38 

13.6 

195^ 

l6l,76l 

22,099 

13.7 

1953 

159,012 

22,679 

1^.3 

1952 

156,l4-21 

2^,283 

15.5 

1951 

153,691 

2k,l60 

15.7 

1950                 : 

151,132 

25,058 

16.6 

l/  April -centered  annual  averages,   except  for  1950. 

Source:      Farm  Population.   Series  Census-AMS   (P-27),   No.   26. 


DEFINITIONS  AND  EXPLANATIONS 


Definition  of  Farm  Population. — The  data  presented  in  this  report 
relate  to  the  population  living  on  farms,   both  rural  and  urban,    regardless 
of  occupation.     The  farm  population  is  defined  according  to  the  definition 
adopted  for  the  1950  Census  of  Population.     According  to  this  definition,    it 
includes  all  persons  living  on  farms,   as  determined  by  the  question, "Is  this 
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house  on  a  farm  (or  ranch)?"  Persons  living  on  what  might  be  considered  farm 
land  are  classified  as  nonfarm  if  they  rent  for  cash  a  home  and  yard  only. 
Persons  in  institutions,  summer  camps,  motels,  and  tourist  camps  are  classi- 
fied as  nonfarm  residents.   Usual  place  of  residence  for  unmarried  persons 
attending  college  away  from  home  is  defined  differently  in  the  1950  Census  of 
Population  and  the  Current  Population  Survey  (CPS)  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
from  which  current  estimates  of  the  total  farm  population  of  the  United  States 
are  obtained.   In  the  1950  Census,  such  persons  were  enumerated  as  residents 
of  the  communities  in  which  they  lived  while  attending  college,  whereas  in  the 
CPS  they  are  considered  as  residents  of  their  parents'  homes.  The  effect  of 
this  difference  is  to  classify  a  larger  number  of  college  age  persons  as  farm 
residents  in  the  CPS  (and  thus  in  this  report)  than  would  be  so  classified 
under  decennial  census  usages. 

Impending  Redefinition  of  the  Farm  Population. --The  estimates  issued  in 
this  release  represent  the  termination  of  the  farm  population  series  based  on 
the  definition  of  farm  residence  used  throughout  the  1950' s  and  in  slightly 
different  form  for  many  years  before.  Future  reports  in  this  series  will  be 
based  on  census  or  survey  data  which  determine  farm  residence  by  approximating 
the  definition  of  a  farm  employed  in  the  1959  Census  of  Agriculture.  Accord- 
ing to  this  definition,  a  farm  is:  A  place  of  10  or  more  acres  from  which  at 
least  $50  worth  of  agricultural  products  were  sold  in  the  reporting  year,  or, 
a  place  of  less  than  10  acres  from  which  at  least  $250  worth  of  agricultural 
products  were  sold  in  the  reporting  year.  The  change  to  this  definition  is 
largely  stimulated  by  the  fact  that  an  increasing  number  of  families  whose 
livelihood  is  not  gained  directly  from  agriculture  are  now  living  in  the  open 
country  (many  of  them  in  former  farm  houses).  These  families  tend  to  report 
themselves  as  living  on  farms.  The  new  definition  will  employ  criteria  of  land 
acreage  and  value  of  farm  products  sold  in  determining  what  is  a  farm.  The 
effect  of  the  new  definition  will  be  to  lower  substantially  the  level  of  farm 
population  by  removing  from  the  total  classified  as  farm  residents  many  fami- 
lies who  sell  little  or  no  farm  products,  but  who  nevertheless  report  them- 
selves as  living  on  farms. 

Note  on  Method  of  Developing  Farm  Population  Estimates. — The  tables  in 
this  bulletin  contain  estimates  derived  from  four  sources:   (l)  Current  Popu- 
lation Surveys  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  from  which  the  Census-AMS  estimates 
of  the  total  farm  population  of  the  United  States  are  derived;  (2)  annual  sur- 
veys of  the  farm  population  by  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  from  which 
the  geographic  distribution  and  components  of  change  in  the  farm  population 
are  derived;  (3)  decennial  population  censuses;  and  (4)  other  related  data. 

Limitations  of  the  Estimates. — Estimates  for  the  United  States  for  1951 
through  1959  presented  in  this  report  are  April-centered  annual  averages  l/ 
based  on  data  obtained  in  connection  with  the  Current  Population  Survey  of  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census.  As  the  estimates  are  based  on  sample  data  they  are 


l/  For  an  explanation  of  the  method  of  deriving  April-centered  annual 
averages  see  Census-AMS  (P-27),  No.  26,  "Estimates  of  the  Farm  Population  of 
the  United  States:  April  1950  to  1959". 
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subject  to  sampling  variability.   The  relative  sampling  error  of  the  April- 
centered  annual  average  farm  population  of  the  United  States  is  about  2 
percent.  The  chances  are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  of  the  total 
farm  population  from  the  sample  would  differ  from  a  complete  census  by  less 
than  this  percentage.   The  chances  are  about  95  out  of  100  that  the  difference 
would  be  no  more  than  h   percent  and  about  99  out  of  100  that  it  would  be  no 
more  than  5  percent.  As  in  any  survey  work,  results  are  also  subject  to  errors 
of  response  and  nonreporting. 

Estimates  for  the  geographic  divisions  derived  from  the  mailed 
questionnaire  survey  data  should  be  used  with  caution,  particularly  those  for 
which  the  sample  was  relatively  small.  The  numbers  of  farms  reported  on  in  the 
1959  survey  are  shown  in  table  5«   Size  of  sample  is  important  in  analyzing 
components  of  change  in  the  farm  population,  especially  in  appraising  any 
changes  that  occur  from  one  year  to  another.  The  reliability  of  year-to-year 
changes  is  much  less  than  that  of  trends  shown  during  a  period  of  several 
years.   Figures  for  areas  that  contain  relatively  large  numbers  of  people  with 
marginal  connections  to  agriculture  may  be  subject  to  greater  error  than  those 
for  other  divisions,  even  for  benchmark  dates. 

Data  for  geographic  areas  are  based  on  AMS  mailed  questionnaire  survey 
data,  tied  to  benchmark  figures  from  complete  censuses  and  adjusted  to  total 
estimates  of  farm  population  obtained  from  the  enumerative  sample  surveys  of 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census.   The  reliability  of  any  geographic  area  estimate 
is  therefore  dependent  upon  the  reliability  of  the  United  States  estimate, 
discussed  above,  and  in  addition  upon  the  reliability  of  the  mailed 
questionnaire  survey.   The  reliability  of  the  estimates  based  on  the  AMS  sur- 
vey is  dependent  upon  the  size  of  the  sample  and  the  representativeness  of 
returns  from  the  mailed  questionnaire  survey.   Estimates  for  geographic  areas 
may  become  less  reliable  with  the  passage  of  time  since  the  1950  benchmark 
date. 
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Table  5 '--Replies  tabulated  and  number  of  farms  reported  on  in  annual 
mailed  questionnaire  farm  population  survey,  1959 


Area                         : 

Replies  tabulated 

:       Farms  reported  on 

Number 

Number 

United  States                                       : 

24,0l4 

106,303 

Regions                                           : 

Northeast                                 : 

2,797 

11,128 

North  Central                        '• 

9,455 

47,448 

South                                         ' 

7,913 

32,464 

West                                          : 

3,849 

15,263 

Geographic  Divisions                ' 

New  England 

246 

657 

Middle  Atlantic 

2,551 

10,471 

East  North  Central 

3,831 

19,527 

West  North  Central 

5,624 

27,921 

South  Atlantic 

3,296 

12,750 

East  South  Central 

2,434 

10,629 

West  South  Central 

2,183 

9,085 

Mountain 

1,876 

7,625 

Pacific 

;                  1,973 

7,638 

States  in  the  geographic  divisions  are:  New  England:  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut;  Middle  Atlantic:  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania;  East  North  Central:  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  Wisconsin;  West  North  Central:  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri,  North 
Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas;  South  Atlantic:   Delaware,  Maryland, 
District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Florida;  East  South  Central:  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama, 
Mississippi;  West  South  Central:  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Oklahoma,  Texas; 
Mountain:  Mont  ana ,  Idaho ,  Wyoming ,  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah, 
Nevada;  Pacific:  Washington,  Oregon,  California.  Alaska  and  Hawaii  were  not 
included  in  the  survey. 


Divisions  in  the  regions  are:  Northeast :  New  England,  Middle  Atlantic; 
North  Central:  East  North  Central,  West  North  Central;  South :  South 
Atlantic,  East  South  Central,  West  South  Central;  West:  Mountain  and  Pacific. 
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RELATED  REPORTS 

AMS-102  Farm  Population. .  .Annual  Estimates  "by  States,  Major  Geographic 
Divisions,  and  Regions,  1920-50* • -and  for  the  United  States, 
1910-50,  (November  1953,  reissued  April  1956). 

AMS-10  Farm  Population. .  .Migration  to  and  from  farms,  1920-5^-, 
(December  195^) • 

Data  for  1953-5^  in  AMS-10  have  been  revised 
and  are  superseded  by  the  data  in  this  report,  AMS-80 
(1959).   The  data  in  AMS-80  (1959)  supersede  data  for 
1954-58  appearing  in  AMS-80,  AMS-80  (1956),  AMS-80 
(1957),  and  AMS-80  (1958). 

Most  of  the  cooperative  releases  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  and 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census  in  Farm  Population,  Series  Census-AMS  (P-27)>  con- 
tain current  estimates  of  the  distribution  of  the  total  farm  population  of 
the  Nation  by  age,  sex,  labor  force  status,  and  other  related  material. 


